Barotraumatic fracture of the stapes footplate.
We present a rare case in which barotrauma led to fracture of the stapes footplate and perilymph fistula, resulting in sudden severe sensorineural hearing loss and tinnitus. Surgical repair in this case resulted in excellent hearing recovery. The aetiology and management of inner ear barotrauma and stapes injury is discussed. We believe that early exploration and repair of suspected perilymph fistulae optimises hearing recovery.